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the Provincial Nominee Program to deliver 
skilled immigrants for northern projects, 
and helping to promote available job 
openings in the north to workers tradi-
ǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǊƻƻǘŜŘ ƛƴ ./Ωǎ ǎƻǳǘƘΤ ŀƴŘΣ 
 
Support for further northern transporta-
tion and supply chain infrastructure in-

Initiatives Prince George (IPG) presented its 
annual pre-budget submission to the Provin-
cial Standing Committee on Finance and Gov-
ernment Services on September 20. 
 
IPG took the opportunity to express its appre-
Ŏƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ /ƭŀǊƪΩǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜπ
ment of a Request for Expressions of Interest 
for a Wood Innovation and Design Centre in 
downtown Prince George and the Govern-
ƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΩǎ Ϸмр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƛπ
bution towards the $90 million first phase 
cost of the Ridley Island Road-Rail Utility Cor-
ridor at the Port of Prince Rupert. 
 
The submission expressed optimism about 
the billions of dollars of capital investment 
planned for Northern British Columbia, and 
tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
supply centre for this activity.   To enable 
planned projects to be converted to real on-
the-ground economic development and jobs, 
IPG urged the Standing Committee to encour-
age the provincial government to focus on 
three critical areas: 
 

Concerted focus on streamlining approv-
als and permitting processes between 
and within senior governments; 
 
Ensuring that northern skilled profes-
sional, technical and trades needs are 
met with timely investments in northern 
post-secondary institutions, leveraging 

Tim McEwan 
 

President and 
Chief Executive Officer 
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vestments and regulatory requirements to 
ensure that job-destroying export bottle-
necks are dealt with expeditiously. 
 

Lƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ άŀǎƪǎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ нлмнκмо 
budget cycle, IPG focused on three priorities. 
 

Completion of Pine Pass Safety and Tech-
nical Improvements to enable Prince 
George service and supply businesses to 
take part in gas industry procurement and 
opportunities arising from the Site C Clean 
Energy Project; 

 
Prince George Downtown Development 
and Renewal, specifically to support a  

provincial contribution to the City of 
tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ tǊƛƴŎŜ 
George Regional Performing Arts 
Centre in synergy if practicable with 
the recently announced Wood  
Innovation and Design Centre, and 
that the provincial government con-
sider relocating provincial govern-
ment office functions from south-
west British Columbia to Prince 
George.  Suggested candidates for 
early consideration include functions 
of the Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations and 
the Ministry of Energy and Mines. 

 
Prince George Airport Authority 
(PGAA) Regulatory Requirements, 
specifically, assistance from the 
Province of British Columbia to urge 
federal authorities for NavCanada 
fee relief for cargo tech-stops; rein-
statement of pre-9/11  Canada Bor-
der and Security Service coverage 
for PGAA; and, continued support 
for Open Skies policies and en-
hanced Free Trade Zone policy. 

 
LtDΩǎ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ƛǘǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀǇπ
proach of incremental asks tied to its 
long term strategy to grow Prince George 
as a sustainable , knowledge based re-
source economy connected to the world. 
 

http://www.initiativespg.com/
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Initiatives Prince George (IPG) was very pleased to host representatives of 
China Ocean Shipping Co. (COSCO) on September 26 in Prince George.  This 
was the first trip to Prince George for the new President of COSCO Canada 
Mr. Bo Liang and Mr. Frank Pei, Assistant Vice President.  Dave Bedwell, 
Executive Vice President COSCO Canada, who is very familiar with Prince 
George from his past work with IPG, was also present.  Mr. Bedwell and 
Mr. Russ Purdue from CN spoke at a luncheon about the significance of 
rising exports to China from Northern BC and how the Prince George Inter-
modal facility is positioned to facilitate further growth. 
 
Representatives of IPG, transportation providers, regional exporters, Coun-
cil of Forest Industries, and Northern Development Initiative Trust dis-
cussed the extraordinary emerging opportuni-
ǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊƛȊŜŘ ǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /bΩǎ 
Intermodal-Transload Facility in Prince 
George.  CN is expanding its Intermodal Termi-
nal in Prince George from a current through-
put of 450 containers per week to 700-800 
containers per week by January 2012.    
  
Moving forward, IPG has plans to fur-
ther capitalize on container capacity at 
the Prince George CN Intermodal facil-
ity through a Business Retention and 
Expansion program that is currently 
under development as part of its three 
year strategic plan. 
 

COSCO Luncheon 

hƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мрΣ IƻƴƻǳǊŀōƭŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘȅ /ƭŀǊƪ ǿŀǎ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ōȅ /ƘƛŜŦ 5ƻƳƛƴƛŎ CǊŜŘǊƛŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƘŜƛŘƭƛ ¢ΩŜƴƴŜƘΣ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ WƻōǎΣ ¢ƻǳǊism and Innovation 
Pat Bell, Attorney General and Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General Shirley Bond, Mayor Dan Rogers, and John Rustad, MLA in announc-
ing a Request for Expressions of Interest (RFEOI) for a Wood Innovation and De-
sign Centre (WIDC).  As part of the RFEOI announcement, the Prince George Hotel 
site was announced as the location for WIDC, along with a completion deadline of 
November 2014.  Response to the RFEOI has been very strong with 33 submissions 
received by the October 6 deadline. 
 

Initiatives Prince George (IPG) is very pleased with the announcement and with 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

2015 when the City will celebrate its centenary, host the Canada Winter Games, 

and celebrate the 25th anniversary of the University of Northern British Columbia.  

IPG has been a strong supporter of the WIDC concept, including making it the 

ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻƴŜ ΨŀǎƪΩ ƻŦ tǊŜƳƛŜǊ /ƭŀǊƪ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǿŜŜƪ ƛƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

in previous representations to former Premier Gordon Campbell. 

Wood Innovation & Design Centre 

Χ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴϥǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
chips are down, and that is really the lesson that we can 
learn from Initiatives Prince George, where community 
and business leaders are blazing a trail for new opportu-
nities like their airport expansion. And that is also going 
to mean new jobs, not just for Prince George and not just 
for the north, but for the entire province of British Colum-
bia.  
   
ς Hon. Christy Clark, 
(Premier of British Colum-
bia addressing Union of BC 
Municipalities, September 
30, 2011) 
 

The City Centre Marketing Prospectus has 
been updated to reflect the new Down-
town Incentives Program.  The program 
offers incentives for new multi-family, 
commercial, mixed use and green develop-
ment, and improvements to existing devel-
opment in downtown Prince George.  
 

This update and further information can be 
found at:  
http://www.pgcitycentre.ca/Documents/
CityCentreProspectus(Oct2011).pdf 
 

Downtown Marketing Prospectus Update 

http://www.initiativespg.com/
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! ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ƛǘȅ /ŜƴǘǊŜΦ  ! ŦŜǿ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿΥ 

The construction of the Downtown District Energy System is progressing rapidly, with hot water distri-

bution pipe installation completed along most of George Street. The pipe installation work recently 

completed at 2nd Avenue and George Street and along Dominion Street to 1st Avenue will be followed 

by installation from City Hall toward the Library and Civic Centre. This work is expected to be com-

pleted by mid-November. Following the downtown pipe installation, the hot water distribution pipe 

will be installed along 1st Avenue to the Lakeland Mills Energy Transfer Station and work will continue 

on the Peaking Backup Energy Centre, scheduled for completion in the first week of January 2012. 

Construction of the new RCMP detachment is underway at 4th Avenue and Victoria Street.  

The construction contract was awarded to Maple Reinders Inc. for a total tendered amount 

of $22.7 million, approximately $2 million under budget. The detachment, scheduled for 

completion in 2013, will house offices, a crime lab, jail, armory, and evidence storage facil-

ity.  The construction of the facility adds to the number of construction projects already 

underway in the downtown, including Scotiabank façade improvements, renovations of the 

Keg Steakhouse & Bar, Ramada Hotel, the 5th Avenue Post Office building, and the con-

ǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ CǊȅ tƭŀŎŜΣ ŀ ǎŜƴƛƻǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ сǘƘ !ǾŜƴǳŜΦ  

The $7.5M renovation of the Ramada Hotel continues to progress toward completion. It is anticipated 

that the Hotel will have a small number of newly renovated rooms available for occupancy in November, 

with 144 renovated rooms available in early 2012.  The new guest rooms are a continuation of updates 

made over the past few years which also include a new lobby area complete with a Starbucks, as well as 

renovated fitness facilities and meeting space. Plans for 2012 include the opening of a new restaurant 

adjacent to the lobby and updates to all of the meeting spaces. 

 
 

Demolition of the Prince George Hotel is well underway with work scheduled for completion bye the end of 

November.  The site will be home to the Wood Innovation & Design Centre.  

 

Changing the Face of Downtown 

¢ƘŜ оǊŘ vǳŀǊǘŜǊ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŀȅƻǊΩǎ ¢ŀǎƪ 
Force Report on a Better Downtown has been released by the  Downtown 
Partnership.   
 

The report is available online at  
http://princegeorge.ca/cityhall/committees/downtownpartnership/Other%
20Documents/dtp%20q3%20report.pdf 
 

For more information, please contact:  
City of Prince George, 1100 Patricia Boulevard, Prince George, BC V2L 3V9  
Tel: 250-561-7784 (or) 250-649-3205  
Email: DowntownPartnership@city.pg.bc.ca | www.princegeorge.ca  

http://www.initiativespg.com/
http://princegeorge.ca/cityhall/committees/downtownpartnership/Other%20Documents/dtp%20q3%20report.pdf
http://princegeorge.ca/cityhall/committees/downtownpartnership/Other%20Documents/dtp%20q3%20report.pdf


Northern BC Export Award Finalists Announced! 

Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters (CME) BC have announced the finalists for the 
2011 BC Export Awards which will take place in Vancouver in late October.  The nomi-
nees are: Coast Tsimshian Resources LP (Terrace); Conifex Timber Inc (Fort St James); 
and, Kyahwood Forest Products (Smithers). 
 

Commenting on the award, Tim McEwan, President and Chief Executive Officer, Initia-
ǘƛǾŜǎ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΣ ƴƻǘŜŘ ά²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ  ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 
BC, this is an excellent way to showcase the contribution of our regional manufacturing 
ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǘƻ ./Ωǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦ  On behalf of our partners, I am very 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ŦƛƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΦέ 
 

This is the second year in a row that Initiatives Prince George, The Prince George Airport 
Authority, The Prince Rupert Port Authority, and CN have partnered to sponsor the 
Northern BC Exporter Award category at the CME BC Export Awards. 
   
In previous years there has been strong representation 
from companies in southern 
BC. It is important that north-
ern organizations are also rec-
ognized for their contributions. 
 

 

2nd Annual International Student Welcoming Event 

On September 16, 2011 the City of Prince George in partnership with The University of 
Northern BC, The College of New Caledonia, School District 57, Shecana International, 
and many other community partners, held the 2nd Annual International Student Wel-
coming Event at City Hall in Downtown Prince George. 
 

The event was attended by  a broad range of international students from elementary 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴ ŦŜŀπ
tured a BBQ, games, live multicultural entertainment, tours of city hall and council 
chambers, and concluded with a bus tour of the city. 
 

Welcome to Prince George new and returning International Students! 

The University of Northern British Columbia was hon-

oured by the Clean Energy Association of BC for its 

outstanding contribution to the Province's clean en-

ergy industry.  
 

UNBC's Bioenergy Plant received the Environmental 

Stewardship Award at the Association's annual confer-

ŜƴŎŜ άDŜƴŜǊŀǘŜ нлмм - Clean Energy: Backbone of a 

{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 9ŎƻƴƻƳȅέ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нсΣ ŀǘ 

±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊΩǎ Iȅŀǘǘ IƻǘŜƭΦ ¦b./ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ DŜƻǊƎŜ 

Iwama was in attendance 

to accept the Award.   

Congratulations UNBC! 

UNBC wins award for Bioenergy Plant  

Fortis BC holds workshop in Prince George  

On October 24, 2011 FortisBC is holding a Resource 
Planning Community Stakeholder Workshop in Prince 
George.  The workshop is part of a series being held 
across the province.  The purpose of the workshop is 
to connect with customers, communities, First Nations 
and other stakeholders on long range planning issues 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƎǳƛŘŜ CƻǊǘƛǎ./Ωǎ [ƻƴƎ ¢ŜǊƳ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ 
Plan. 
 
For more information on the venue, event time and 
to RSVP, go to www.fortisbc.com/consultation or  
call 604-592-7844 

IPG is on Facebook and Twitter! 

Stay up to date with Initiatives Prince George pro-

grams and projects, as well as current economic is-

sues and good news stories relevant to Prince George 

and Northern BC.  

Search for us on Facebook and Twtter 

today!  

4 
 

www.initiativespg.com 

http://www.initiativespg.com/


5 www.initiativespg.com 

Initiatives Prince George has teamed up with Centre Port Canada in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba to promote the two cities respective advantages at three Site Locator 
Conferences this fall in Chicago, IL, Atlanta, GA, and Austin, TX.  Both Prince George 
and Winnipeg have significant light industrial land offerings tied to multi-modal 
infrastructure (road, rail and air) which are poised to take advantage of increased 
transportation and logistics activity. 
 

LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜ ŀƴŘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ tƻǊǘ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
assistance from Western Economic Diversification Canada.  The three Site Locator 
Conferences will take place between October 18 and December 6, and will include 
representatives of both agencies.  Site Locators are professionals who work with an 
array of business interests assessing where to expand existing or build new opera-
tions. 
 

Commenting on the joint effort, Tim McEwan, President and Chief Executive Officer 

ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ ά¦ƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ tƻǊǘ /ŀƴŀŘŀ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀȅ 

to showcase two complementary hubs in the fast growing Western Canadian sup-

Ǉƭȅ ŎƘŀƛƴ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ǎƛŀ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ƘŜŀǊǘƭŀƴŘΦέ  
 

Both Prince George and Winnipeg have been working with senior governments to 

get infrastructure in place, and teamed up previously to promote their respective 

cities during a mission to China last year sponsored by Supply Chain Logistics Asso-

ciation of Canada.   
 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ /ŜƴǘǊŜ tƻǊǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ϧ /9h 5ƛŀƴŜ 

Gray and her team to promote both our great cities, this year on the other end of 

ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŎƘŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦέ aŎ9ǿŀƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΦ  

IPG and Centre Port to Promote Prince George and Winnipeg Advantages in US 

The U.S. Consul General to Vancouver Ms. 

Anne Callaghan will visit Prince George on 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ нр ŀƴŘ нсΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ aǎΦ /ŀƭƭŀƎƘŀƴΩǎ 

first trip to Prince George.  She will be 

joined by Deputy Consul General Sigrid 

Emrich.  IPG is hosting a luncheon at the 

Ramada Hotel on Tuesday October 25.  

The luncheon will provide the opportunity 

to learn about current issues in US/Canada Relations as well as 

the opportunity to ask questions of the Consul General. 
 

For more information and to RSVP contact 

peek@initiativespg.com or call 250-564-0282 

Tourism Prince George is excited to release the new brand, 

image, and marketing platforms for the organization. 

Through collaborative efforts over the past number of 

months, Tourism Prince George is poised to move forward 

in the marketplace with a stronger direction than ever 

before.  
 

ά²Ŝ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 

establish what can set Prince George apart from a market-

ing perspective. Canada is an amazing country with fantas-

tic cities and outdoor experiences found coast to coast. 

However, very few communities are in a position to offer 

the combination of urban and wilderness experiences in 

such close proximity that we can right here in Prince 

DŜƻǊƎŜΣέ ƴƻǘŜŘ !ƛŘŀƴ YŜƭƭȅΣ /9h ƻŦ ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳ tǊƛƴŎŜ DŜƻǊƎŜΦ     
 

The new branding will be integrated into all aspects of 

Tourism Prince George business to create the required 

consistency for building awareness in the marketplace. To 

learn more, please visit Tourism Prince George online at 

www.tourismpg.com or stop by the Visitor Centre located 

at 1300 First Avenue. 

Tourism Prince GeorgeτNew Brand Launched 

Initiatives Prince George has released an updated its Logis-
tics Prospectus.  The Prospectus markets Prince George as 
the Transpacific Logistics Alternative Linking Asia Pacific 
and North America. 
 

The publication contains updated information on Initia-
tives Prince George, The Prince George Airport Authority, 
The Prince George Global Logistics Park, The Prince Rupert 
Port Authority, and CN Rail. 
 

The Prospectus is available online at: 
http://www.initiativespg.com/Sectors/
index.php#transportation 

New Logistics Prospectus Available! 

U.S. Consul General to Visit Prince George 

http://www.initiativespg.com/
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Prince George Airport Authority Earns WorldHost Designation 

The Prince George Airport Authority (PGAA) is the first airport in the World to earn the 
WorldHost Recognized Business designation by training over 60% of its staff in a remark-
able timeframe of two weeks. 
 
Prince George is the Gateway to the North and the airport is often the first impression 
guests receive as they travel for business or pleasure. In 2010, close to 395,000 people 
passed through the Prince George International Airport. 
 
The PGAA collaborated with Tourism Prince George, a WorldHost Delivery Organization, 
to train airport staff to ensure that a high level of customer service is maintained on a 
consistent basis. To date, 64 team members have been 
trained with the goal of reaching all 100 full time staff. 
 
tD!! tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ /9hΣ WƻƘƴ DƛōǎƻƴΣ ǎŀȅǎ ά²ƻǊƭŘIƻǎǘ 
has been a great catalyst in enhancing customer service 
at YXS and unifying the Prince George Airport Commu-
ƴƛǘȅΦέ 
 
The PGAA was recognized at the Northern BC Tourism 
AGM Awards on October 4, 2011. Yavhel Velazquez, 
Manager of WorldHost Training Services, 
presented the WorldHost Recognized Busi-
ness Award to Lindsay Cotter, Manager of 
Marketing and Communications for PGAA 
and Board of Directors Vice Chair Les 
Waldie. 
 
Congratulations to the Prince George Air-
port for their hard work and support of 
WorldHost customer service training in our 
community! 

Did You Know... 

In addition to On the Move, every month Initiatives Prince 
George also publishes the Prince George Economic Update 
Report.   
 

Monthly and year to date economic indicators in Prince 
George are benchmarked against provincial and national 
trends for employment, real estate, building permits, housing 
construction and airport passengers.   
 

To access these reports visit: 
 

http://www.initiativespg.com/Relocate_And_Expand/
Site_Selectors/economic_performance.php 

mailto:info@initiativespg.com
http://www.initiativespg.com/

